[The clinico-diagnostic importance of studying the ferritin content of the blood serum and sputum in pulmonary pathology].
Immunochemical and radioimmunological assays were used to measure the content of ferritin in blood, sputum and pleural fluid in patients with different pathology as well as in tissues of the pathologically altered lungs from patients who had died of chronic nonspecific pulmonary diseases (CNPD) and lung carcinoma. The measurements of ferritin in blood and sputum provide additional possibilities of recognizing the process activity in CNPD and tuberculosis, in differential diagnosis between lung carcinoma and tuberculosis during comprehensive examination of patients. In the pathologically altered lungs, the greatest content of ferritin was discovered in the areas of pneumofibrosis associated with CNPD, in the stromal structures of the cancerous node.